
ami has given up its use. There are hundreds of thous¬
ands of sufferers who are desperate enough to grasp at
any straw; and there are always villains who have the
straws to offer.

THE MEDICAL SITUATION IN RUSSIA.

The effect of the war on the medical profession in
Russia, has been marked, according to the testimony
in the Archives G\l=e'\n\l=e'\ralesde M\l=e'\decine,of Dr. Marcon,
a French physician, resident in St. Petersburg. Nearly
all the army reserve physicians, as well as the more
advanced students of the medical schools, have been
called to the front, and while there are yet sufficient in
the cities for the paying clienteles, the country districts
are almost without physicians. It has been proposed to
open the gates, temporarily, to foreign physicians, under
the condition that they are acquainted with the Rus-
sian language, but, as Dr. Marcon says, there will
probably not be many who will avail themselves of
these conditions. Country practice in Russia is not
ordinarily attractive and in the present state of affairs
and in case of epidemics, such as the now threatening
cholera, the situation of the physician among the ig-
norant peasantry might easily be unpleasant, if not,
indeed, actually perilous. Another peculiar feature
which deserves mention is that the present political
agitation has resulted in the closing of all the institu¬
tions of higher education, including the medical schools.
Professors and students have alike "struck," to use
the common expression of the day, and this serious in¬
terruption occurs at a time when the young physicians
have gone to the war, and pestilence is threatening a

large portion of the empire. If cholera does come it
will find a clear field for its ravages in Russia. Still
another thing that he mentions is the marked increase
of insanity among the soldiers. Between internal dis¬
turbances and external war the empire of the czars is
in a bad way. "Let us have peace."

THE LAST (?) WORD FROM CONCORD.
The daily press of June 12, contained "Mrs. Eddy's

Good-By." Those who recoil from open blasphemy will
be comforted at the prospect of a cessation of the Con-
cord pronunciamentos. Unhappily this "last" deliver-
ance is more shocking to the Christian sense of the
community than most of its predecessors. Mrs. Eddy
calmly announces that hers is "a new religion," that
she herself is "an interpreter of Jesus' teaching," and
that her book, "Science and Health," is "a fulfillment
of the New Testament promises of a latter-day revela-
tion" ! The whole document is a series of questions
propounded by a correspondent of the Boston Herald,
together with Mrs. Eddy's replies. Having given this
last public utterance, Mrs. Eddy desires that she now
be permitted uninterrupted opportunity, "to assimilate
myself to God" ! On the medical side, this proclama-
tion shows that denial of the obvious facts of life is
not inconsistent with great modifications of belief and
teaching due to very appreciable contact with those
same mundane phenomena. "There is no ma-

ferial science" and "Christian Science denies the
existence of disease germs," but in case of infectious
disease the Christian Scientist must yield himself to
the customary treatment of isolation and disinfection
"if the law demands it." Asked whether a "Scientist"
should disregard the laws of hygiene or should make use
of physical culture and fresh-air treatment, Mrs. Eddy
artfully dodged. As to the propriety of calling on the
resources of surgery she replied "Yes and no," which
must be very satisfying to her sane followers who be¬
lieve in her omniscience. She does not opine that so¬

ciety could get along without jails, almshouses, hos¬
pitals, and philanthropic works, but cripples, criminals
and poverty would cease to exist if the world would
abandon the study of disease and crime and devote itself
to the study of wealth, health, and love. Only to a
slight extent can it be claimed that Mrs. Eddy "im¬
proves with age." The recent revolt of one of her
leading Boston champions with his bitter denunciation
of her methods and motives undoubtedly has been a
hard blow to Mrs. Eddy and her followers. Signs ofdissension and disintegration are multiplying, thoughin some places the cult yet appears to spread.

Medical News
ILLINOIS.

Personal.\p=m-\Dr. William Hill, Bloomington, who has beencritically ill, is reported to be improving.\p=m-\Dr. Mont. M.Brown, Quincy, will go to India as a medical missionary in
September.\p=m-\Dr. Robinson R. Whiteside, Moline, has beenappointed county physician for the poor in Moline, and Dr.Cyrus T. Foster, for the poor in Rock Island.\p=m-\Dr. H. H.Fletcher, North Henderson, has returned from Europe.\p=m-\Dr.James M. Postle, De Kalb, has been commissioned assistant
surgeon, Illinois National Guard, with the rank of first lieu-tenant.
Military Surgeons Meet.\p=m-\At the annual meeting of theAssociation of Military Surgeons of the State of Illinois, heldat Danville, June 8, the president, Col. N. Senn, and the sec-

retary, Lt.-Col. Charles Adams, both of Chicago, were re-
elected. Dr. Charles D. Center, Quincy, read a paper on influ-
enza; Lt.-Col. George Paull Marquis, Chicago, presented anarticle on "Mastoid Operation;" Col. Senn gave an abstract of
an exhaustive article on iodin and its use as a bactéricideand especially as a streptocoecicide, and Capt. S. C. Stanton,Chicago, demonstrated the method of physical examination of
recruits. The association decided to hold its next meeting inMoline.

Chicago.
Rush College Commencement.—On June 16 Rush Medical Col¬lege graduated a class of 71. Dr. Ira Remsen, president ofJohns Hopkins University, Baltimore, delivered the doctorateaddress, and the dean, Dr. Frank Billings, conferred the degrees.
Personal.—Dr. Richard J. Tivnen and his mother sailed for

Europe June 13.-Dr. Marie A. Olsen has been re-elected
president of the Tabitha Norwegian Hospital Society.-Dr.Charles J. Whalen has been appointed commissioner of health,
vice Dr. Arthur R. Reynolds.
The Death Record.—For the elapsed 17 da}'s of June the rate

was 12.73; for the week ended June 17 there were 458 deaths,
equivalent to an annual mortality of 12.01, and the average of
the decade is 14.00. June, 1904, is the record month of lowest
mortality—the rate being 11.02 per 1,000 of the population.Among the important causes of death showing decrease the
most notable are: Pneumonia, IS; consumption, 10; heart
disease, 12; Bright's disease and measles, 8 each, and typhoidfever, 4. The acute intestinal diseases show an increase of 12;
bronchitis of 9, and diphtheria of 4. Only two suicides were
reported during the week—the smallest number in any one
week for several years—the average weekly number during the
previous ten years being 7.5.
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